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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 1 6 October 2008 have been carefully considered, but 
are moot in view of the new rejections. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1 6 
October 2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 14-17, 35-38, and 54-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) 
contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 



Application/Control Number: 10/610,938 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2427 

reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

5. Amendments to independent claims 14 and 54 require: "responsive to receiving 
an indication that the hot key is accepted by the user, displaying on the screen at least 
part of the message field redirecting the user device to the available content." 
Independent claim 35 is amended similarly. 

6. Applicant refers to the specification on page 1 3, lines 1 5-20, for support for the 
amendments. The cited portion refers to Figure 2D. 

7. Figure 2D illustrates a hot key message overlaid on an EPG. However, the 
claims require that the hot key signal is "related to an advertisement being viewed by a 
user As the cited Figure 2D refers to a hot key signal that is not displayed while an 
advertisement is being viewed, it does not provide support for a hot key signal "related 
to an advertisement being viewed by the user 

8. The specification teaches a message-displaying step and a redirecting step in 
different mutually-exclusive embodiments, and does not support combining the steps 
into a single embodiment. Figure 8 and its related description teach accepting a hot key 
(step 815) and subsequently redirecting to alternate content (step 820) as part of a 
method for redirecting to alternate content. Figure 9 and its related description teach 
accepting a hot key (step 915) and subsequently displaying hot key information (step 
920), such as a text description message (pg. 29, 1. 17-22), as part of a method for 
presenting a hot key presentation. There is no support given for combining the methods 
into a single invention. Rather, the methods appear to be mutually exclusive because of 
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their divergent paths following the acceptance of the hot keys in steps 815 and 915, 
respectively. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 14-17, 35-38, and 54-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kelly (US 2006/0010476) in view of Ellis (US 2007/0124763). 

Kelly teaches: 

14. (currently amended) A method comprising: 

receiving at a user device a hot key signal from an interactive television 
provider's network (para 0030: service provider commands for displaying an icon 
or control to activate interactive content), the hot key signal related to an 
advertisement being viewed by a user of the user device (para 0030: activating 
interactive content during an advertisement), the hot key signal containing a 
message field (para 0032: a text information content) and indicating availability of 
available content (para 0030); 
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... displaying on a screen a hot key indicating that the hot key signal has been 
received (para 0030: an icon or control to allow the user to select alternate 
contents); and 

responsive to receiving an indication that the hot key is accepted by the user, 
displaying on the screen at least part of the message field redirecting the user 
device to the available content (para 0032-0033). 

Kelly teaches displaying the hot key related to available content in the 
opening screens of an advertisement, independent of any user request, and 
therefore based on the available content being related to the advertisement (para 
0030), but does not explicitly teach determining whether the hot key signal is 
relevant before displaying the hot key to the user. 

Ellis teaches a targeted message system that determines whether a message 
signal is relevant to a user before displaying the message (para 0013). 

It would have been obvious to modify Kelly's method for displaying hot key 
messages with Ellis' method for determining whether message signals are 
relevant before displaying the messages to a user for the purpose of targeting 
such signals to particular users (Ellis para 0013) based on user preferences (Ellis 
para 0008). 

Kelly teaches: 

35. (currently amended) A system comprising: 
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a receiver portion to receive a hot key signal related to an advertisement, the 
hot key signal containing a message field and indicating availability of available 
content (para 0030: receiving service provider commands for displaying an icon 
or control to activate interactive content); and 

a processor for: 

... displaying on a screen a hot key indicating that the hot key signal has been 
received (para 0030: an icon or control to allow the user to select alternate 
contents), and 

responsive to receiving an indication that the hot key is accepted, displaying 
on the screen at least part of the message field redirecting the user to the 
available content (para 0032-0033). 

Kelly teaches displaying the hot key related to available content in the 
opening screens of an advertisement, independent of any user request, and 
therefore based on the available content being related to the advertisement (para 
0030), but does not explicitly teach determining whether the hot key signal is 
relevant before displaying the hot key to the user. 

Ellis teaches a targeted message system that determines whether a message 
signal is relevant to a user before displaying the message (para 0013). 

It would have been obvious to modify Kelly's method for displaying hot key 
messages with Ellis' method for determining whether message signals are 
relevant before displaying the messages to a user for the purpose of targeting 
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such signals to particular users (Ellis para 0013) based on user preferences (Ellis 
para 0008). 

Kelly teaches: 

54. (currently amended) A machine readable medium having stored thereon a 
series of instructions, the instructions, when executed by a processor, cause the 
processor to: 

receive a hot key signal related to an advertisement, the hot key signal 
containing a message field and indicating availability of available content (para 
0030: receiving service provider commands for displaying an icon or control to 
activate interactive content); 

... display on a screen a hot key indicating that the hot key signal has been 
received (para 0030: an icon or control to allow the user to select alternate 
contents); and 

responsive to receiving an indication that the hot key is accepted by the user, 
display on the screen at least part of the message field redirecting the user to the 
available content (para 0032-0033). 

Kelly teaches displaying the hot key related to available content in the 
opening screens of an advertisement, independent of any user request, and 
therefore based on the available content being related to the advertisement (para 
0030), but does not explicitly teach determining whether the hot key signal is 
relevant before displaying the hot key to the user. 
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Ellis teaches a targeted message system that determines whether a message 
signal is relevant to a user before displaying the message (para 0013). 

It would have been obvious to modify Kelly's method for displaying hot key 
messages with Ellis' method for determining whether message signals are 
relevant before displaying the messages to a user for the purpose of targeting 
such signals to particular users (Ellis para 0013) based on user preferences (Ellis 
para 0008). 

Regarding claims 15, 36, and 55, depending on claims 14, 35, and 54, Ellis in 
view of Kelly further discloses: 

wherein the hot key signal comprises an Internet Protocol (IP) data packet 
(Ellis claim 2: messages can be distributed through the Internet), the Internet 
Protocol data packet having a header portion and a body portion, the body 
portion having a data field indicating a location of the available content (Ellis Fig. 
7: alternate content location is indicated in e.g. reminder messages, and IP 
packet payload data is contained in the body portion). 

Regarding claims 16, 37, and 56, depending on claims 14, 35, and 54, Ellis in 
view of Kelly further discloses: 

wherein determining whether the hot key signal is relevant to the user 
comprises determining whether a destination address for the hot key signal is an 
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address of the user device (the signal can be sent via IP [claim 15 rejection] - IP 
packets contain a destination address). 

Regarding claims 17, 38, and 57, depending on claims 16, 37, and 54, Ellis in 
view of Kelly further discloses: 

wherein determining whether the hot key signal is relevant to the user further 
comprises determining whether the available content is related to content in 
which the advertisement is presented (Kelly 0030, 0031). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bennett Ingvoldstad whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-3431 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Beliveau can be reached on (571) 272-7343. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Bennett Ingvoldstad/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2427 



/Scott Beliveau/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2427 



